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OP the numerous poisons, chloroform ,is the most 
interesting, on account of its great anzsthetic $0- 
perties and  its use for.  that .purpoQe. Chloroform, 
or trichlorompthane ChCI,, is prepared by diatilling 
togethkr ',chlorinated lime' slack$d' iime, ethylic 
alcohol, 'and '\vater. ' The. distillate is then' treated 
with:sulphilric acid and Iiine. > ,  

It is, redistillrid; and constitutes pure chloroform. 
But 'the' official, tbat  isi  to 'say,.as' ordered ' in'. the 
British Pllarmacopceia, must h'ave a specific gravity 
of 1%9U,. to" 1.495, so  absolute alcohol is added 
until :tlio'de'sired point is obtained "and the'density, 
reduced td.'the amount required. , This aildition 
preserves thb cldoroform. ' ' I ,,. . * 

The' process ' for the preparation o f  chloroform is . 
as follows :-The alcohol and  water are* placed in  a 
still, ' the, cldorinatdd. lime and ' slacked ' lime' are 
addcd. The  distillation ' is ' then  started ; as 'the 
chlor'oform  .passes  over it is condensed and'c?llectbd.'~ 

Tlie chde  dhlorbforin' 'is. treated  ,with water," 
afterwards with 'sulphuric acid, ' after which it.  is. 
neutralised by being * a$it?ted ' ' with ' lime, 'then' 
placed in  a vesspl-contalnlng xhloiide of.  cdlcium. 
'She sulphuric lacid  rei;j$ves _, ?ny r. hydro-carbons. 
The water rempes  the'spirit of wine, and  is itself 
taken  up  by 'the chloride of calcium, a sdbstance 
which lihs alstroxg affinity,,for water. I . : 

'l!ipWme: off chlorbform as an an~sbhhstic  dates 
baclt, 401;.lS47, :when i t  "(?rag usedLby'Sir:James 
Simpson, who administered it for the'  first time. 
This is1 of specil4nterest  just now, as at  the begin- 
ning of the year the  death took 'place of :Dr., John 
Webb Watlrine, who . was the ' patient  ,rendered 
unConscioas 'by - chloroform' at  the'.  hands of Dr, 
Simpson 'on that membrable occasion. . l  

Since then  its use as an anaesthetfc has continued 
up  to  the  present. day,' and ' although other things; 
sucll as ether; nitrous oxide; &C., have rivalled and,l" 
for certaindhings, superseded it, yet chloroform has 
always held. its own, and seems likely to  d o  so. : ' ': 

The. actual discovery' of .chloroform is of' earlier 
data  than. its use as' ant  anzesthetic: It'was dis- 
covered  .{in( 188'1 by Liebig'.in .Englnnd; and ;by 
Gnthrie .insAmerica, 'and  in 1836 Dumas found out 
ts exact composition. I ! ' : - -  

Liebig' called <t perchloride-of carbon, thinking it 
to be a .mixture of chlori,ne an& carbon; But Dumas 
gaveiit the name:.ofc chloroform."on iindiug formic '' 
acid: au&t%iorirle of 'potmiuul were' formed'when 
it was treated  with an alkali. : . . I  , 

... 

$ It may be  .taken internzllly i n  $opes,;of -1 to 5 
minims. , There is,a. preparatio.n,+pirits of diloro- 
form, dose 5 to .a0 minims'if ofm. talrbn,..or for a 
single dose 40 minims:-IC-is  cbmpos'kd of chloro- 
form and idc6h6l. I. Xt'.is ' frequently..called .chloric , 

ether, or spirits:of chloric pt&er;. ' . . J *  .. -.. 
' There is a water,'made,by shalring-,chl.o~~forrp uh 
with Idistilled rwater ; its  strength, 1s 1 minim ..iq ' 

400 minims of water. . Tb.ere.:is .no. offiqial 'doss,, , , 

but a large amount may' b q  given. ~ , , ', , .  . I :  

There is a tincture' of'chloroform'and moiphip, . 
contaihin'gI'2  miiiim of hhlbl'oform in 1,Ominims:of 1,. I 

the tincture:' dose ZB 5 !KO 15 .mix-iims. 1, i ) :' 1 ~ 

There is a l i~irnent , :~nad~~~b~, ,addin~~chlor t i€~rm~ 9 :. 

j ' Chlor6form linYipnb. o f t ' e n ' ~ B ~ t ~ r ~ : ~ , t o ~ ~ r ~ s c r i p - ~  ;..,!',,~ 
tions, for  Qxternal .use, &rip$ 'a@, %I' in@ei%&tl; . I( - ,  : . 

'i . The chief use .' oi'.'@liriiforh'is, tPcourse;.as' a n  :. 
anasthetid ; but;. as ' i i l l 'b~seenhbg: th~. ;pSe~,r i t~~~~~ ' 

containing' it: 'there 41% .;ther  .ipropeEties  .*.tv@&h!it': u 
gosiesses whlich,rerider it: a'useful 'druk.for3nternal: ,,J:,~'; 

use: It is prbscribed as': a narcotic; and' an4ispas-:' 
modic, ordered for' asthma and'whdoeirigcou~~.,' It: 

. is a good stimulant,'also ti diaphoretic. 'For exierri$; : "' 
a .. There is no chemipal antidote for chloroform; 1.n' ' 

cases of poiqoning by .th,e internal administbation of. ' 
the ,  drug, the:  same,,treatmenf'~nust be applied,as 
for an irritant ppisqnk+,' Emetics should b'e given, ; 
stomach-pump,: used ;""milk,',  thkck  gruel; or ba'rley-':. 
water sKouli3 be given ;,' Btificial respiration'must be' I 

employed; also cold  iffusion: 
,T I :  .I , .. , 7 . . 4 : . , : 
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, use it is &o a &is&nt: d. . h *  P ' '  .J  L'' ,* . ' j .  1 
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Ebe ,i king I an6 at tbe'" 
, , I  East .im. ' * '  

As we go to:press'tlie King irid Qucen'are pay-" 
ing  their long-promised visit to the London Hospital 
to open,'the 1 now- out-patient. department; The' ' . 
Queen's! interest in th4 hospital is well known, and I ,  

many suffereis. have cause ' to be grateful tot  ,Her 1 

Majesty 'for introducing into  this  country"  the 
Finsen-light "treatmint of the dread dkease d"f" 
lupus.' 'After 'opening the' new. building, 'wliicb. '. 
has been ' erected' at '  a cost of 3375,000, towards*'t': 
which an anonymous donor.. has . ,contributed" 
$25,000, their Majesties will  inspect the rest of the 

I In commemoration of this visit, thc Lord Mayor^is .) ' 
desirous of' obtaining a'dufficient number of donors . ., 
'of 32l;OOO' each tb name all the beds in  one ward; ' 

His appeal for contributi'ons , for this p,ufposd 
has .met with'a'very graiifying response, and ;it' ii,, 
hoped.thab  shortly the scheme of eridoTvment may ., 

be completed. *A brass-.tablet will be. placed &er " 

"each. bed with  the name;of  thii  donor.' Jt I is 8 * '  ' 
happy  idea,  happily ionce?ved, 'and we " havb '$0 
doubt will be brought to q satisfactory conclusion, I 
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