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e Chlorgform. L.
Of the numerous. poisons, chloroform is the most

mterestmg, on account of its great anmsthetic pro-

perties and its use for.that purpose. Chloroform,
or trichloromethane ChCly, is prepared Dby distilling

together chlorinated “lime, ‘slacked’ lime, ethyhc‘
The . distillate is then treated )

. alcohol, and 'water. °
with sulphunc acid and liie.

It is redistilled, and constitutes pure chloroform 7
But'the official, that is*to 'say, as’ ordered "in' the

British Pharmacopoe1a, must have a specific gravity
of 1490 to” 1495, so absolute alechol is “added

until ‘thedesired pomt is obtained “and the ‘density

reduced t6.the amount requrred ThlS add1t10n
preserves the chloroform. ' * *

The' process for the preparation of chloroform is -
as follows :—The alcohol and water are placed ina’ ©
still, the chlotinatéd’ lime and'slacked' lime' are

added " The drstlllatlon is then started ; as 'the

chloroform passes over it is con'densed and collected ¥

The ctude’ chlordform' *is treeted with w a.ter,
afterwards with ‘sulphuric acid,'after which it is
neutralised by being- ad1tated with* lime, ~“then'
placed in a - vessel contammg ‘chlotide of caleium,
The sulphuric ‘acid rémoves any . hydro-carbons
The water removes the ‘spirit of wine, and is itself
taken up by the chloride of calcium, a substance
which has a:strong affinity-for water. - . :

T wse: ofr chloroform as an anmsthetic dates
back: -$0:1847, ‘when it -was used!by ' Sir’James
Simpson, who administered it for the first time.
This ist of special-interest just now, as at the begin-
ning of the year the death took ‘place of iDr. John
Webb Watkins, who. was'the patient 'rendered
unconscious hy chloroform’ at” the . hands of Dr.
Simpson on that memorahle occasion, ** -

Since then its use as an anesthetic has contmued
up to the present- day, and although other things;

such as ether, nitrous oxide, &ec., have rivalled and, "

for cortain-things, superseded it, yet chloroform has
always held: its own; and seems likely to do'so, | -»

The actual discovery of ‘chloroform is of* earlier
date than:its use as an' anmsthetic. It was dis-

covered «in- 1881 by Liebig-in Xngland, and by °

Guthrie int America, and:in 1836 Dumas found oub
ts exact composition..: + 1 .-

Licbigrcalled it perehloride of carbon, thinking it
to be a mixtuzs of chlorine and carbon: -But Dumas

gave:it the name:of« chloroform~on: findiyg formic ”

acid' and-chloride of ‘potassium were’ formed when
it was treated with an alkali. - -
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. It may be taken mternally Jin doses of 1 to 5
minims,  There is & preparatlon,\splrxts of ‘chloro-
form, dose 5 to 20 minims'if oftém taken, -or fora
single dose 40 minims, —It—is composkil of chloro-
form and alechdl. ¢ It".is frequently- called - chloric
ether, or spmts of chlgric ether. FUF s

There is a water,"made by shakmtr chloroform up
w1th (distilled rwater; its strength is 1 minim.in
400 minims of water.
bub a large amount may be given. . |

“There is a tincture of chloroform and morphme,
containing"# mitim of Shiloroform in 10 mlmms “of .
the tincture.’ “The dose ‘i& 5 to 15 minims. * >
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There is a lmrment made"by addmb‘ chloroform‘ h
to liniment of camphor g Sl

Chloroform: liniment often enters ‘mto prescnp
tlons, for external u use, srmply ‘a¥ # a0’ ' ingrediént:

The. chief use of chloroform is, of‘course;as- an:
anmsthetic ; hut .as w1ll be seen by the. preparatmn‘
contmnrm 1t there are other. _properties’ whlth it

possesses whlch rerider it a ‘useful drug. for/internal: )"'=

use! Tt is préscribed as’a naréotic" and antlspas~ .
modic, ordered for asthma and ‘whdoping-cough. "It

use ib is also a Stitdulant,

- There is no chemical antidote for chloroform ‘In ;

cages of poisoning: by the internal administration of-
the drug the ' same, treatment must be apphed as
for ‘an irritant p01son Emetrcs should be rrlven,

stomach-pump used ; milk,’  ihick gruel, or barley-"’ vg

water should be ngen “artificial respn'atmn must be
employed, also cold aﬁusmn

Ebe 1king and &uecn at tbe

o © East End..

As we go to- press ‘the King and Queen are pey—
ing their lono'-promlsed visit to the London Hospital
to open. ‘the’ new oui-patient. depa.rtment‘ The-
Queen’s' interest in thé hosp1ta1 is well known, and *,

many sufferers have cause'to be grateful tot Her
Majesty 'for’ introducing into this ' country™ the

Finsen-light’ treatment of the dread disease &F

lupus. After ' opening the’ new. building, ‘which:

has' been - erected’ at' a cost of £75, 000 towards -

which an anonymous donor- has contnbuted

There is -no, o{ﬁclal dosa,. R

- isa good stimulant,’ also” adlaphoretlc 1‘01 external o

£25,000, their Ma,]estles will mepect the rest of the

bmldlnv '

» In commemoratmn of this visit, the Lord Mayor is
des1rous of obtaining a sufficient number of dondrs |
‘of £1,000 each to name all the beds in one ward,
His appeal for contributions for this pufpose
has “met with a'very gratifying response, and ‘it'is
hoped-that shortly the scheme of endowment ; may
be completed. A brass tablet will be. placed over
“each’ bed with the name'of ‘the" donor,
happy ides, happily - conceived, “atid” we “have ‘ro
doubt will be brought to g satlsfactory conclusion,
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